
 

 

 
 

2.0% 
UNEMPLOYMENT  
In March, Utah’s unemployment decreased again 
to 2.0%, the lowest in the country. Additionally, the 
state’s labor participation rate continues to outpace 
the nation by over five points as of February 2022.  

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 

#1 
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
In the latest edition of the Alec-Laffer Economic 
Competitive Index, Utah ranked #1 for economic 
outlook for the 15th year in a row. The state also 
ranked #2 for economic performance, based on 
three important variables: State Gross Domestic 
Product, Absolute Domestic Migration and Non-
Farm Payroll Employment.  

Source: American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) 

#1 

BEST PERFORMING CITIES 
In the 2022 Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities 
Index, the Provo-Orem, Utah metro ranked #1 for 
the second year in a row and Salt Lake City metro 
ranked #3. Three other Utah metros were listed in 
the top 15, which collectively illustrate the state’s 
continued success at creating jobs and raising 
wages. 

Source: Milken Institute  

 
 

Top 10 
RECENT POPULATION GROWTH 
One county and three metropolitan areas in Utah 
ranked in the top 10 for population growth in 2021. 
Utah County was tenth for numeric growth, at 
nearly 22K new residents, and the St. George, 
Provo-Orem, and Logan metropolitan areas ranked 
first (5.1%), eighth (3.3%), and tenth (2.9%) highest 
annual percentage growth, respectively. 

Source: U.S. Census and Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute 

#1  
COVID RECOVERY RANKINGS 
The National Bureau of Economic Research recently 
reported that Utah weathered the effects of COVID 
better than any other state in the nation based on 
three variables: the economy, education policy and 
mortality rate.  

Source: National Bureau of Economic Research 

10K New Monthly Seats 
MORE INTERNATIONAL SEATS 
By June, all of SLC’s previous and new international 
flights will be in service, providing roughly 18% 
more international seats this summer compared to 
2019. The airport’s first-ever nonstop flights to 
Frankfurt begin May 23.  
Source: SLC Airport  

For more information, visit the SLC air service development website 
here or contact Nate Lavin at nate.lavin@slcgov.com  
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